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This Public Interpretation is issued as required by ACC Rule 20.7 to specify dimensions and
construction specification for a compartment to house regatta organisation supplied media
equipment.

Rule 20.7 states:
A compartment or compartments, freely draining to the bilge, with a watertight hatch
cover, shall be provided in the cockpit sole or the deck located not more than 2 m forward
of AGS. The sole purpose of this compartment shall be to house the regatta supplied
media equipment. The dimensions and construction specifications of these
compartment(s) shall be specified in a Public Interpretation which shall be issued no later
than January 1, 2005.

The regatta organisation media supplied equipment shall be provided in three (3) Pelican model
1450 watertight cases. The dimensions of each of these cases is 406.4mm x 330.2 x 174.6mm.
Each shall have electrical connectors in the aft-most shortest side face. These electrical
connectors shall connect the media cases to aerials, cameras, microphones and one or more
dedicated battery power supplies.

The cases are to be mounted in a compartment, housing, recess or rack which supports the
cases clear of the hull bottom and as close as possible to the underside of the hatch cover(s).

The nominal minimum clear opening dimensions of the hatch shall be 650mm x 650mm. The
maximum corner radius in the clear opening shall be 20mm. The maximum distance from the
clear opening to AGS shall be 2 m. The hatch may be split into more than one hatch provided the
total minimum clear opening area and cable clearance is maintained and each individual clear
opening is within 2 m of AGS.

The hatch(s) shall be closed by a cover permanently attached to the cockpit sole or deck by
hinges, slides or similar arrangement. The cover(s) shall be able to be dogged or latched in the
closed position. The hatch cover(s) shall be watertight.  Watertight in this context means a closed
hatch shall prevent the ingress of water from a hose applied in any direction. The weight of hatch
cover(s) without hinges, dogs, latches or slides attached shall be equal to or greater than the rule
minimum weight of cockpit or deck area they replace.

The attached sketch is provided for information and forms part of this interpretation but should not
be regarded as binding as to orientation or transverse position. It is anticipated that intended
structural and deck arrangements may impact on the position of this media hatch(s). The
Measurement Committee is prepared to review and approve proposed alternative arrangements
prior to construction however the distance to AGS , the ability of house 3 Pelican Model 1450
cases and a minimum clear area of 0.422 sq m shall the maintained. END.

This interpretation is made by the Measurement Committee in accordance with Rule 3.3 of
Version 5.0 of the America’s Cup Class Rule.

Ken McAlpine
ACC Technical Director
117 Marine Terrace, Fremantle,
W.A. 6160 AUSTRALIA
Phone 61 8 9336 6664 
Fax 61 8 9336 6665 
Email kenmcalpine@compuserve.com
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